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Thankfulness and trust have been our Christian values of focus this term. It has been clear that the children have been
extremely thankful for the opportunity to return to school, following the uncertain time of lockdown. I speak on behalf of
the whole school team here when I say that we are extremely thankful too. The routines, positive environment and
support of every individual that our school gives, is something that we can quite easily take for granted.

Mrs Stobbart

Super shiny school!
Our school had a lovely
makeover during the
summer break. Cumbria
County Council
commissioned a full rewire
of school and an upgrade of
our heating system. This
was an ambitious project to
be completed in six weeks
and unfortunately, wasn’t
completed with enough
time for us to prepare for

the return of all children.
Nevertheless, we are very
pleased with our new
lighting, which is also
environmentally friendly.
The lights detect motion, so

they come on and go off
automatically. School is
much warmer now with
more efficient radiators and
we also have a new septic
tank which meets current
regulations.
All of this work has brought
our school into the modern
world and an even better
place to learn and work.

Celebrating being together again
It really is great to be back together, learning, playing and doing what we do
best—being one big family! As part of our recovery curriculum, we started the
school year with a focus on celebrating being together again. We have been
spending a lot of time learning outdoors and making to most of what we have on
our school doorstep. I have lost count of the number of times we have been able
to have worship time outdoors, because of the lovely weather. The
children have really enjoyed two walks to school on Fridays and we
thank parents and transport providers for facilitating this. The junior
children have developed many different
skills through baking this half term and
have even shared some of their delights
with other children (and staff!) in school!

Thankfulness
We do have such a lot to be thankful for and the children
have been thinking of all the different ways we can show
thankfulness. This theme has been a thread right through school life for the first half
term. We rounded off the theme with our harvest celebrations of a different kind this
year. I would like to thank everyone who provided produce towards the harvest parcels
that we made for the community. The number of thank yous we have received has been
phenomenal and shows just what a difference we have made with such a simple act of
kindness.

Clubs
We are really pleased that clubs were able to
continue in the second half of the term.
The clubs we offer were;
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Welcome Mrs Blair

Tuesday—Sport
Wednesday—Discovery
Thursday—Gymnastics
Friday—Craft
The children were excited about sports club.
Bruce said, “I like running about and playing
games.”
Discovery club was a
big hit all round! The
children with their
new waterproofs were
having a great time
jumping about in the
mud! Grace I enjoyed
rolling down the hill in
the mud. We think
our parents deserve a
medal for getting us
clean after this club!
Everyone who went to gymnastics club enjoyed
it. Charlotte said, “I really enjoyed gym. It was
good fun.”
There was a theme to craft club each week. It
was nice to have lots of variety and to work on
different crafts with friends.

We are all enjoying our school meals! Mrs Blair
joined the school team early in September. We
love her cooking and look forward to
lunchtimes.
Freddie likes the meals with fish and Matthew
loves Mrs Blair’s Yorkshire Puddings.
Thank you Mrs Blair for making lovely food.
The menus will change in January, so we are
excited about trying new meals after
Christmas.
By Sam and Freddie

By George and Bruce

Healthy eating week
Monday 28th September to Sunday 4th October was
‘Healthy Eating Week’. Each day of the week had a
different challenge and rather than focus on one thing
each day, we incorporated each challenge into the whole
week. Each day our snack shop featured a whole grain
choice, some children designed a healthy packed lunch
following the shared story of 'The Lighthouse Keeper's
Lunch', fruit kebabs featured
in the infant class and the
junior children made apple
crumbles and apple muffins,
using locally grown apples.
Children also learned about

the different types of food and what is meant by a
balanced diet.
On Friday, we ended Healthy Eating Week with a walk
to school. The whole school met at the top of the hill
past school and walked just
under a mile to school that
morning. The views were
stunning, the weather was
kind and we were certainly
all 'mind kind', which was the
health challenge for Friday.
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Revel in reading
After half term, we started back
to school with our ‘Revel in
Reading’ mini topic. All children
have been involved in developing
reading spaces in school, including
making our school library more
cosy and well organised. We also
developed new resources for
reading,
by
making
large
and
small

story sacks. We are all really
enjoying sharing these with our
friends.
We also put our amazing school
grounds to use throughout the
fortnights, by having two ‘booknics’!

This was sharing stories outside,
while eating a picnic! All great fun
that we will never forget.

Cyclewise
The children is years 5 and 6 all really enjoyed their experience with Robin during their bikeability training
in October. We now know how to ride safely in the road and we are very grateful about that. Robin
helped us to understand the importance of being safe on a bike and in some lessons, we were able to go
for longer distance rides.
“Bikeability was a great experience!” exclaimed Anna.
We are very thankful to all of the parent volunteers who joined us for
sessions and made it possible to go on longer rides. We wouldn’t have been
able to do any of the sessions, if it wasn’t for your support. Thank you.
By Abbie and Anna

Great North Air Ambulance clothing collection
In our community, we gathered lots of clothes along
with other items for collection by the air ambulance
charity on 20th November. We the van came to collect
the items, we did wonder if it would be big enough. At
one point during the collection, the man had to move
the van to a more level surface, to fit more bags in! After
a lot of wrestling and shifting of bags, the van had to
leave some bags behind to collect the following week.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this
collection. It will really make difference to the charity
and we are still waiting to hear just how much of a
difference.

Jesus is the light of the world
In craft club on 20th November,
the children made Christingles.
To make a Christingle, they
needed an orange, red ribbon, a
candle, some cocktail sticks and
some sweets.

“I brought 3 big bags
to school!” exclaimed
Josh
“I really enjoyed
helping this charity
because it can be vital
to rural communities
like ours.”
We will keep you
posted when we have
more information to
report.

The following Wednesday Revd
Angela used the Christingle as the
theme for here worship time with
us. It was a fun experience and
the best bit was when we were
holding the lit Christingle.

Remembrance Day

On the 11th November, it was
Remembrance Day and we went
to stand on the
pavement
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outside school at 11am. To mark
our respect this year, we had
decorated school inside and
outside with lots of poppy craft.
We held 2 minutes silence after
Jessica and Freddie rang the
school bell. We sang a
Remembrance Day song and each
class read a poem. During the lead
up to Remembrance Day, there
were items on sale in school to
raise money for the Royal British
Legion. Thank you to those who
contributed. Revd Angela was
able to join us at 11am and she
gave a blessing at our school
gates, where we had painted

some decorated stones. As a
follow up to Remembrance Day,
the junior class produced some
stunning artwork
By Jessica R

The junior children would like to give a big thank you to our PTA for
buying them some new bikes and scooters. They had been having great
fun using the infant wheeled toys, but thought some of their own would
be a lovely treat. The first learning challenge was to build them up, which
the children did very well as a team. No that they’re off, the infant
children are enjoying being traffic police while the juniors zoom around!
Noah and Charlotte said, “The scooters are so much fun. They are easier
to ride than the infant toys and the bikes can go quite fast!”
I think the next thing on the wish list will be some up to date helmets for
both classes. By Codie and Poppy

Waterproofs
We had been shopping around some time for a set
of whole school waterproof suits. Mrs Rooney had
the idea of approaching Eden’s Lawn garage in
Haltwhistle. They were very helpful and kind in
their deal on a set of waterproof clothing for the
whole school. The range a clothing that they stock
is amazing and well worth a look sometime.
The children are delighted with their new attire as
they can roll down the hill and get muddy! They will
also facilitate even more outdoor learning when we
return to school after Christmas.
By Charlotte and Grace

New bikes and
scooters!
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Community Christmas Tree
On Thursday 3rd December, we
were so excited to find 2 men
digging a hole for a Christmas tree
in our school grounds! The tree
had been kindly donated by Tarn
Road nurseries in Brampton. They
couldn't’ have been more helpful
in uprooting the tree, delivering it
and then replanting it. What a
service!
On Sunday 6th December, the
community were invited to come
along to place a decoration on the
tree. The children felt this was a

fun experience and they enjoyed
the music playing!
It’s always tricky to know how
many people will turn up to a new
event; especially under the
current circumstances.
It was a very pleasant surprise to
have 68 people pop by, which
included current and past pupils,
parents and staff.
Thank you to all who came along.
The tree does look really
beautiful.
By Courtney and Hannah

Children in Need
We really enjoyed Children in Need day because we got to do a scavenger
hunt and wear all things Pudsey! We also enjoyed lots of crafts in craft club.
As a school, we raised £30 on the day.
Fearne was inspired by the Children in Need ‘Act your age challenge’, so
the next day, she completed a 6 mile bike ride. This wasn’t an easy task, but
she preserved and completed the challenge. She raised £130 in total. Great
work Fearne.
Thank you to all who supported Children in Need this year.

Bright Stars Celebration
It seems a world away since we were planning our
Bright Stars craft fair and pizza night and putting
those into action.
To round off all of the hard work by different
schools in the county, the Centre for Leadership
and Performance held a virtual celebration event
online on 19th November.
A group of children gave a presentation of our
Bright Stars journey, which was strange and nervewracking all at the same time! Nevertheless, it was
nice to see the work for children in other schools
and it helped us to generate ideas for another time.

Just before the event, a trophy and certificate
arrived in the post, along with a cheque for £150
for winning the ‘Best customer service’ category.
One of the first jobs for the school council in
January, will be
to decide on
how to spend
the prize money.
By Matthew
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Lights, camel, action!
We have had lots of fun practising the Christmas play. We have enjoyed learning the songs. We had lots
of fun filming the play and we liked finding out who we were. We liked our costumes because they
where very cool. The theme of the show links with the programme ‘Strictly come dancing’.
Each family is coming home with a bag of popcorn for you to enjoy whist watching the show! I am sure
you are looking forward to seeing this, just as much as I am.
Life does feel quite different now compared with this time last year, but for us in school, lots of things
have been able to remind the same. We are incredibly thankful for this.
Performing our play to an audience of 3—Graham, Steph and Cameron, has been very different but we
are very excited to be able to share the paly with you on DVD or through a web link. This gives you the
opportunity the watch together as a family. I must give a huge thank you to them all for the work they
have put in to making this possible. I think it could possibly have been a full time job over the past week!
We are extremely grateful.
Thank you to Ben Draper, who created many of the backing tracks for us to use.
Thank you to all of the staff in school who have worked on so many different parts of the play with the
children, including costumes and scenery.
Thank you to YOU—our parents and school community for your amazing support to our school and
helping your children with learning their lines.
The finally thank you rests with your children, who are our children. They are fantastic and make every
day such a pleasure. This year has been unique and they have all been true super stars.

As you will notice, this newsletter has ended up being a whole terms worth of events in review. I had planned on getting it
out sooner, but it seems we have been quite busy! I did end up recruiting some help from the children to finish it off, so I
do thank them for that. You will notice that the ‘dates’ section is looking quite slim. We will be confirming dates for
things in the new year.

Mrs Stobbart

